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Background

• Veterinarian 

• Epidemiologist

• Researcher
• Population-based data

• Human-Animal 
Interactions

• Welfare

• Multiple species

• Canadian 
• collaboration with Sweden

• Contracts in the USA

• Golden Retriever Lifetime 
Study (MAF)

• Welfare / pet overpopulation

• Theriogenologist
• ‘Dog Breeder’



Agria Dog Breed Statistics

• Up to 350,000 dogs / year

• Peer-reviewed research

• Breed Profiles and Updates (1995-2002 … 2006-2013)

• Collaborative program with the Swedish KC to get 

information into the hands of breeders and breed clubs



• Pondering the problem... Issues of health and 

welfare in purebred dogs 

• Roles of:  the public (individuals and society) / 

researchers / the veterinary profession and individual 

veterinarians /  HAI, shelter and welfare communities … 

breeders…breed clubs … judges … kennel clubs

• Controversies and Common Ground

Background



2008

Pedigree Dogs Exposed        Fallout

Perception:  

Dogs should have no disease and never die!



” Molly : Pain face (left)

… Jemima HarrisonSyringomelia
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What is the ’worst’ 

problem?

Most common?

Highest risk?

Severe / fatal?

Age?

TEST ?  Prevention ?



You are not alone

Can we learn from…benefit from working with people

with other breeds and from other countries?



more

Dog breeding is international

Let’s SHARE!!

What percent of dogs are under control of the 

‘good’ breed and kennel clubs?

What about all the other e.g. Bernese Mountain Dogs …

Commercially bred dogs …  Sicker?  Healthier??



Our Founding Partners 



IPFD
• The Organization

• Partners are 
organization, clubs, 
companies, etc. ($$)

• Collaborators are
organizations who will 
participate and 
collaborate

DogWellNet.com
• The Web Platform

• Guests (the public)

• Members are individuals 
from Partners, 
Collaborators, Experts, 
etc.
• Various levels of access to 

information, resources and 
functions



Goals

• To provide efficient access to the best information

• To connect global stakeholders in dog health, well-

being and welfare

Including:
Geneticists, veterinarians, breeders, governmental authorities, kennel 

clubs, cynological and animal welfare organizations; FCI committees 

and commissions, etc.

• Empower them to move forward on specific actions –

both within IPFD / DogWellNet.com and beyond



3rd International Dog Health 

Workshop

France

Hosted by SCC - 2017



Action Items 2nd IDHW : IPFD : DogWellNet

• Genetic testing MATRIX : information for breeders and breeding advisors : 

the conditions / the tests / the labs / the breed : evidence-based 

• Enhancing veterinary education / knowledge / collaboration; 

international project coordinated with Matrix initiative and Expert Panels. 

• Defining health / ethical breeding : sharing of standards and approaches

• PREVALENCE!  population.-based data on breed-specific rates of disease

• Exploring possibilities for integrating across national registries; coordinating 

information on biobanks; managing genetic diversity 

• Harmonization of terms / testing / approaches to assessing behaviour and 

incorporating into breeding decisions



Berner – IWG … Berner clubs

• You have a lot to share:

• Leadership

• Experience

• History

• Turning points

• What works, what didn’t

… Other International Breed Collaborations



Partnership B-IWG and IPFD

• You have something to gain:

• Information and experience from / connection to other 

breeds and Partners

• Enhancing your own activities

• Country reports:  Template…breeding requirements/ 

recommendations across countries



Template

• Breed Population

• Breed specific breeding strategies

• Ethical guidelines, KC registration rules

• Regulations and or suggestions, i.e. ages for breeding, any limits of 

production by sires/dams, recommendations for COI, use of EBVs

• Breed Specific / Non-Breed Specific DNA Tests

• Breed Specific / Non-Breed Specific Non-DNA Tests

• Health and Pedigrees Database (online, breed specific URL)

• Breed Specific Health Surveys (online, URLs)

• Breed Specific Health Research Projects

• Breed Health Questionnaires/Health Reports (online, URLs)

• Other concerns, e.g., Mentality Testing













There is the Big Picture 

and then there is the real world for YOU!

• Overwhelming…

• Overwhelming around the world…

• Lots of good things being done

• Lots of good people are trying hard…

I just want to breed dogs

And produce healthy puppies

Who live long

And sell them to owners who are happy

(… and win the occasional BIS)







Health surveys

• Resources

• Tool kits

• RESULTS!!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernese_Moun

tain_Dog

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/Bouvier_Bernois_BE.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/Bouvier_Bernois_BE.jpg










CHALLENGED by shared needs, common goals

Seize the OPPORTUNITY

to become stronger by working together for the health and 

well-being of dogs.
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All Breeds

Golden

Flatcoat

Bernese MD

Risk of death: Lymphosarcoma

Number one cause of death in each of these 

breeds –BEFORE 10YEARS OF AGE –

VETERINARIAN DIAGNOSIS ONLY 

…however actual rates / risk very different. 

Can only see in statistics that include a valid 

population at risk. Misinformation can come 

from proportional statistics from, e.g. clinic 

data.

Additional material addresses questons from other talks.



Survival to 5, 7, 8 and 10 years of age 1995-2002: 
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Bernese Mountain Dog Golden Retriever Cavalier KCS German Shepherd

Interpretation: Very different patterns of survival in various breeds.

Additional material addresses questons from other talks.


