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L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES 
 
Any other comments:   All dogs used in breeding have to be approved at a breeding 
approval test organized by the club, Only breeders abiding by the rules of the 
Austrian Club are able to get FCI pedigrees which are recognized by the Kennel 
Club. It is not absolutely necessary for these breeders to be a member of the club 
but in fact they all are.  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  YES  
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? YES  
C] If yes, how many blood samples have been taken per year?  3 last year 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? NO!  
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  Histiotic 
sarcoma  
F] What, if anything, do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
Begging, pleading, information in Club Magazine, informative meetings and 
educational courses offered by the club, information on the club website  
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog.   We have very strict breeding rules 
and every mating has to be approved by a breed warden.   
 
5] General   
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members and other Bernese clubs around the world. Are there 
any particular problems that you face in your country? 
In 2005 a contract was signed with the SSV in Germany about the sharing 
information in the data bank „Dogbase“ and in that same year an cooperation 
agreement was signed between the KBS (Switzerland), DCBS (Germany) and the 
SSV (Germany) about mutual exchange of data concerning Bernese Mountain Dogs. 
Because of these contracts information necessary to approve a mating by the breed 
wardens can be found more quickly. 
The main problem in Austria is that there are a lot of people in this country breeding 
outside the club and although these people are not getting FCI pedigrees for their 
puppies, the puppy buyers do not seem to be able to discriminate between pups 
from controlled breeding within the club, and the other people who are selling 
Bernese puppies. There is an enormous difference in quality.  
We are also not getting information about age of death from all breeders and do not 
have the names and addresses of the puppy buyers 
 

Breeding in the VSSÖ (Original mit zusätzliches in Blau) 
 
When the VSSÖ was founded 50 years ago, and the controlled breeding of the 
Swiss Mountain Dogs in Austria began, nobody had any idea that the breed would 
ever attain the level of popularity it has today. At the beginning the appearance of the 
individual dog was the main criterion for the choice of the breeding animals.  
Health factors did not play a great role at this time. Because of the increasing 
number of animals in breeding, health problems started to arise and new breeding 
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strategies had to be considered which have been continually adapted over the years 
up to the present time. 
 
In 1996 the HD and ED X-Ray was made compulsory. From 1997 on, all prospective 
breeding animals had to undergo a temperament test. In order that new breeders be 
better prepared for their job with bringing up puppies, they have had to attend a 
special training course for new breeders since 2000. These courses are also 
compulsory for the owners of stud dogs. In addition to this, it is necessary for all 
breeders to attend informative meetings and educational courses regularly. The 
temperament test was replaced in 2002 by the more comprehensive breeding 
evaluation test in which a commission consisting of 2 conformation judges and one 
temperament judge, assess the suitability for breeding of the dog. 
 
Over the years the requirements for the breeding evaluation test have often been 
changed in order to promote the controlled breeding of healthy dogs with good 
characters in all four breeds of Swiss Mountain Dog in Austria. Any dog over the age 
of 18 months of age can be entered in the breed evaluation test if it has the 
necessary documents. The breeding evaluation test can only be repeated once.  
 
The dogs which are to be evaluated must have got at least the grade “very good” 
from a recognized FCI judge at special Austrian shows or at a Club Specialty of the 
VSSÖ, whereby this show result can only have been obtained at the earliest at the 
age of 15 months.     
 
Bernese Mountain Dog: HD-A, HD-B or HD- C (only under certain conditions), ED- 0 
or ED-1. Only one of the parents can have HD-C, and then only if the HD score of 
this specific mating according to Dogbase, is under 100. Only one of the parents can 
have an elbow-grading of ED-1. 
Owners of approved Bernese Mountain Dogs must submit a full veterinary report to 
the Breed Commission if the dog dies before it reaches the age of 8.  
 
 
 
Great Swiss Mountain Dog: HD-A, HD-B or HD- C, ED-0 or ED-1 (under certain 
conditions), OCD (shoulder) free, negative findings in regard to Cataracts, 
Progressive Retina Atrophy (PRA)und Glaucoma 
   
Entlebucher Sennenhund: HD-A, HD-B oder HD-C, negative eye tests in regard to 
cataracts and Glaucoma. PRA-gene test by means of a blood sample or buccal 
smear with puppies, with the results A (homozygous free) or B (heterozygous ), 
examination for ectopic ureter whereby only A (free) or B (bladder neck) are 
accepted into the breeding programme. In any mating only one of the parents can 
have an official HD-C report, and one of the parents must be PRA-A and as well,  
have a normal ureter report. 
 
Appenzeller Sennenhund: HD-A, HD-B or HD-C, ED- 0 or ED-1. In any mating only 
one of the parents can have an official HD-C report 
 
The relevant breed warden has to be informed in advance about every planned 
mating in order that the requirements for that breed can be checked in advance, 
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particularly in regard to health and club rules, but also to encourage matings with the 
lowest possible incest coefficient. Cross-border cooperation is necessary for this 
work. International cooperation and exchange of data is very important for the VSSÖ 
and everything is done to achieve this goal. In 2005 a contract was signed with the 
SSV in Germany about the sharing information in the data bank „Dogbase“ and in 
that same year an cooperation agreement was signed between the KBS 
(Switzerland), DCBS (Germany) and the SSV (Germany) about mutual exchange of 
data concerning Bernese Mountain Dogs. Because of these contracts information 
necessary to approve a mating by the breed wardens can be found more quickly.    
 
In order to combat the problems which have arisen over the years, a Breed 
Commission was formed in 2007, consisting of the Breed Manager and their deputy, 
as well as the breed wardens of each separate breed. The Breed Commission has 
the task of developing health promoting measures and together with the committee 
of the VSSÖ, to put these into effect.       
 
In line with this, breeders of Entlebuchers, Appenzellers and Great Swiss Mountain 
Dogs who import pups from interesting and sound lines, are subsidized by the Health 
Fund to help them bring these dogs into the breeding programme. Further the VSSÖ 
participates in studies on the genetic causes of histiotic sarcoma (previously called 
malign  
 
 
histiocytosis) in Bernese Mountain Dogs and also the research programme of the 
University of Rennes in France on epilepsy in Great Swiss Mountain Dogs. Every 
blood or tissue sample sent for one of these projects is subsidized with € 30,-- In 
order to get a higher quota in the HD and ED X-Ray evaluations, the costs involved 
are paid for the evaluations of the two dogs from each litter randomly selected as 
puppies. 
Stud dogs have a limit of 4 litters a year but if these involves less than 20 puppies, a 
fifth mating may be approved by the Breed Commission.  
The Breed Commission also deals with all concerns the breeders may approach 
them with. 
 
A working group was formed in 2010 for the Entlebucher Mountain Dogs which 
focuses intensively on health problems and can thus facilitate the work of the Breed 
Commission Homepage: http://www.entlebucher-zucht.com 
 
Members of the Breed Commission regularly take part in international Symposiums 
and working groups, because improvements in breeding can only be brought about 
by an intensive collaboration with the neighbouring countries.  
 
Before pups go to their new homes each litter is checked by a veterinarian when 
they are chipped and a health report containing information about each puppy is 
given to the new owners. Also each new puppy owner receives a brochure with 
important information about puppies and their appropriate upbringing, feeding, care 
and health precautions. 
 
In all these matters the present Breed Commission wishes to thank all the breed 
wardens and breed managers of the past who have worked for the good of the Swiss 
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Mountain Dogs, and particularly Frau Dietlind Stingl who was breed manager for the 
VSSÖ for over 20 years and was invaluable for her help and advice and is still very 
active as breed warden for the Bernese Mountain Dogs. 
 
And so we hope that together we will continue the positive work for the Swiss 
Mountain Dogs in the future.  
 
Isabella Kraft                                       Georg Woschitz 
Breed Manager                                    Deputy Breed manager 
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Country  BELGIUM  

Club BELGIAN CLUB FOR SWISS MOUNTAIN 
DOGS officially:  
BKZS Belgische Club voor Zwitserse 
Sennenhonden  – CBBS Club Belge des 

Bouviers Suisses 
Name of person submitting information  Carla Van Assche 
Email carla@berner-mh.be 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club? 32 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have? …approx. 250 members / 
…200 addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? no month fixed; depends: this 
year June, last year March. Before once February & has been September for years   
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this 50 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 2 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  In 2010: 
708 new pedigrees issued.  This puts the Bernese on the 5th place  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ? about 
the same with a little decrease. In 2008 f.e. 803 pedigrees were issued (BMD 6th 
place) – in 2007: 764 new borns with pedigree (BMD 5th in the ranking) 
C] Any other comments … 
- The registered population is supposed to be about 10% of the total population . So 
what are we talking about? 
- The breeding commission of our club has the impression there are nowadays  more 
matings without result or small litters. Does this explain the slight falling?  
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  YES  
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? KMSH: 
EVERYONE / breeding clubs: ONLY CLUB MEMBERS 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES – scoring from 18 months on. 
Hips A & B can be used freely – C can only be used if combined with A or B – no 
breeding with hips D & E ( KMSH + BKZS + BBSC) 
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E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES by breeding clubs. BKZS: 
only elbows 0 & I can be used. I has to be mated with 0   BBSC: only 3 is not allowed 
to breed  / Recommended but not enforced by KMSH 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? YES BKZS: selection in 
Belgium or in other country -  or test of social behavior (the latest obliged for dogs 
born after 01.01.2007) / Recommended but not enforced by KMSH or BBSC  
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?   
YES an exterior assessment: 
 - KMSH at least one qualification ‘Good’ in a Belgian show (open – CAC – CACIB) 
with a Belgian judge or in a specialty  OR pass the KMSH certificate day  OR have a 
selection  -   
 - BKZS  at least twive ‘very good’ on a CAC(IB) show (1 in youth class & 1 in 
intermediate or open class or both in intermediate or open class) OR BKZS selection 
OR FCI selection 
 - BBSC  at least twive ‘very good’ on a CAC(IB) show (at least one in a class that 
competes for the CAC)  OR a selection. For Belgian dogs they only accept the BBSC 
selection 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO  
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? “YES” : KMSH no 
litters after 10 years  - BKZS added: max 40 litters a year but there is no maximum 
per litter  
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES  he has to wait 
until he has his hips & elbows scored at 18 months 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? YES   
 - KMSH: best is 1 litter a year - maximum 3 litters per 2 years (maximum at 10 years 
old so does not really apply for BMD) but there is no maximum per litter – BBSC: 
absolute maximum : 6   
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES not before 18 
months (scoring hips & elbows) – not after 10 years of age   
 
Any other comments  The situation is a little complex: in Belgium you have 3 
different breeding guidelines.  

1. SRSH – KMSH (Société Royale St Hubert – Koninklijke Maatschappij St 
Hubertus) the official FCI-kennel club. If you don’t follow their breeding rules, 
you don’t get a pedigree, so they apply to everyone. What do they ask?  
- hips: A & B can be used freely – C can only be used if combined with A or B 
– no breeding with hips D & E 
- elbows: no demands 
- at least one qualification ‘Good’ in a Belgian show (open – CAC – CACIB) 
with a Belgian judge or in a specialty  OR pass the KMSH certificate day  OR 
have a selection 
- DNA has to be known before breeding 
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2. BKZS – BCSM (our club)  - rules only apply to members – has the most 
severe rules on elbows and asks for character assessment for every dog born 
after 01.01.2007 

3. BBSC – CBBB (the other breeding club) - - rules only apply to members – 
character assessment only if the dog has a selection; if no selection, no 
character assessment needed 

 

4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?   NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling?  NO 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? N/A 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? N/A 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? N/A 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
We didn’t organise surveys.  What do we try? 
- We try to get information on dogs dying (date & reason) but we hardly get 20 

dogs a year.  

- We informed on the B-IWG, we published summaries of the speakers at the 
symposium ( one report per club magazine), had updates from Dr Rutteman 
(university of Utrecht) , got news from the online questionnaire (AVA award 
winning project) and have been a few times in touch with Rennes university 
(Cathérine André & Benoit Hedan)  

- Every year we ask the BMDs that become 4 years old (or elder & haven’t 
donated yet) to donate blood to the blood bank in Rennes or Utrecht when they 
get their annual vaccination (costs of sending can be reimbursed so only cost = 
making a copy of the pedigree) This year we had exactly one reaction  

 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
Nothing happens. The problem is still the same as 2 years ago: nobody is interested 
in this negative aspect and does not want to hear the word cancer.  
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Country Canada 

Club Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Canada 

Name of person submitting information Ronald Smith  

Email  rfrsmith@eagle.ca  
 

1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club? 32 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have? 444 members / 316 
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ?  Our National Specialty is 
typically our biggest entry of Bernese and is typically held in the Spring or Summer 
months, but sometimes in the Fall. It depends on the availability of the hosting region 
group’s venue. 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? 30-200 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? We have 1 
National club and 3 Regional clubs, so 4 clubs in total. 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  1440 
born with 1200 registered  (there are also many unregistered litters that can not be 
accounted for)  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ? … 
staying about the same 
C] Any other comments One of our biggest problems is that 70% of the BMD 
historically are produced in one province and many of those puppies are 
unregistered and come from large volume breeders who act outside of the club 
without heath testing. 
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? Recommendations  but not 
enforcable 
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  Recommended but not enforcable 
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C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? ONLY 
CLUB MEMBERS 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating?  Recommended but not 
enforced 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? YNO not enforced 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?   NO  
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO  
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO  
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? Recommended but 
not enforced 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? NO  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? Recommended 
but not enforced 
 
Any other comments …The BMDCC has breeder guidelines for members of the club. 
http://www.bmdcc.ca/BMDCC%20Breeder%20Guidelines%20Draft%20Final.pdf 
But we have no authority to enforce these breeding recommendations nor do we 
have any input on non-club members breeding decisions. The Canadian Kennel 
Club is a registration body only and not involved with breeding decisions. 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? NO 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? N/A   
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? ? N/A   
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? ? N/A   
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?  ? N/A   
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
In North America breeders are not forced to do any health testing by any registration 
body; however, due to peer pressure and interest in the well being of the breed we 
test for many things. Including but not limited to the following: 
- Hip scoring through OFA or OVC or Pennhip systems 
- Elbow scoring through OFA or OVC 
- Some do optional Shoulder testing looking for OCD 
- Heart testing by cardiologists 
- Annual eye testing by CERF (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) 
- Von Willebrands Disease DNA testing 
- Degenerative Myleopathy DNA testing 
- Thyroid screening optional 
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- DNA screening for parentage if showing in the US 
- Some also do temperament testing by Temperament Test Associates (Canada), 
and also through performance event competitions such as Canine Good Neighbor 
test, Obedience trialing, Draft tests, Therapy Dogs International testing, and other 
bodies who do general temperament testing. 
All of the  above clearances are then listed on the public database Berner Garde. 
www.bernergarde.org 
The BMDCC totally supports Berner-Garde both in information gathering and 
financial assistance and encourages other clubs to participate. 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
Mass producers act outside the club and often get dogs from overseas from 
unsuspecting breeders on open/breeding contracts and then breed them every 
season and sell puppies throughout North America in Pet Stores. This is a huge 
problem and terrible living conditions for the dogs. People need to check with other 
reputable sources before sending puppies to Canada or anywhere in North America 
to know where your puppies are going and what they are being used for. The latest 
phenomenon in Canada is the “designer dog”. There are many breeders that are 
crossing Bernese with other breeds like Goldens, Labradors, Poodles, etc to name a 
few and creating Bernadoodles, Labernese, etc. 
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Country  Finland 
Club  Suomen Sveitsinpaimenkoirat – Finlands Sennenhundar 
ry (SSFS)  
Name of person submitting information  Tarja Ekman  
Email tarja.ekman@netikka.fi 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club 46 years 
B] How many members/addresses does your club have? 1400 members / 1350 
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? varies, summertime normally  
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? 150 -180, 
shorthaired Sennen dog breeds 30-50 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 1 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country? 400 – 500  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?   about 
the same 
C] Any other comments  
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  YES  
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? 
EVERYONE   
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES  
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES   
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? / Recommended but not 
enforced 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  
Recommended but not enforceable 
club organizes official character testing yearly, 20-30 BMDs tested every year 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? YES  
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This rises from regulation of the Finnish Kennel Club. Our club has made a 
compulsory breeding plan for every 5 years that has been accepted by FKC and 
there are enforceable regulations connected to registration of puppies. Our breeding 
commission has made proposals and the club has accepted these in the general 
meeting and Kennel Club has accepted them.  
HD E and ED 3 are not accepted for breeding. HD C or HD D (according to the lower 
hip score of the individual) must have a partner HD A or HD B. ED 1 or ED 2 
(according to the “worse” elbow, so all between  ED 0/1 – 2/2) must have a partner 
ED 0/0.  Recommended that the breeding index of the combination [(sire + dam)/2] 
for both hips and elbows to be 100 or better (in our BLUP-system “better” is over 
100). 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? YES 60 puppies 
and the last litter as a whole 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? Recommended but 
not enforced: in order to get the litter into the puppy referral of our club, the sire must 
be at least 18 months old. Otherwise the male must be over 1 year old to be officially 
x-rayed and have got the official results also before mating.  
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? YES 5 litters 
maximum.  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES/ 
Recommended but not enforced: when over 8 years old, a veterinary certificate 
needed (enforceable). For our own puppy referral, the dam must be at least 24 
months old, but such litters can still be registered. 
 

Any other comments  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  YES  
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? YES  
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? A few  
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? YES / 
MIXED RESPONSE 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  

- participating in a study about heritability of epilepsy (blood samples 
from carriers and dogs that have diagnosis, Health Fund pays costs 
for taking the sample and provides materials and posting for those 
who have given their diagnosis public, and for the parents and full 
sisters of the epileptic dog); the researcher is Dr. Hannes Lohi, 
Finland  

- a project of the Health Fund in which cheek cell samples were taken 
and gene tested for DM (degenerative myelopathy),  samples taken 
in club show and Health Fund paid the testing: 7-8 BMD:s 
participated, was offered for 20 dogs without any limits  (in 2010) 
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- a project of the Health Fund  in which official eye inspections were 
made in three cities around Finland, 65 BMDs tested. Payment in co-
operation with Club itself and Health Fund (2007-2008) 

- all autopsies and biopsies are paid when results are given public for 
the club (death cause survey). Owners have to apply for the payment 
afterwards. Payment in co-operation with Club itself and Health Fund  

F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
- testing for free if the results are public 
- informing about problems in the newsletter, motivating  
 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
- collecting death and death cause data since 1995, later extended to health 
information during the lifetime; public in the homepage of the club, sometimes also in 
the newsletter 
- collecting death data of elderly (8 years or older) Berneses since 2003, later 
extended to all deaths (Passed away-list); public in the homepage of the club, oldest 
30 also in the newsletter;  
- collecting data about living, elderly Berneses since 2003 (Still Going Strong-list); 
public in the homepage of the club, also in the newsletter, updated 4 times a year  
- age research by Dr. Katariina Mäki (article in the booklet of the symposium 2011) 
made about all the information above and also Swiss death date information. Started 
in 2010, continuing. Funded by our club and Health Fund together.  
- participating in epilepsy research (Dr. Hannes Lohi) and keeping and updating a 
public list of BMDs that have been diagnosed epilepsy  
- public list of BMDs that have been diagnosed kidney dysplacia (so far only one 
case) 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
There is a new donation in Finland of an insurance company Tapiola for a breed club 
that has made remarkable steps in order to get healthier dogs. Our club was the first 
to receive the donation (2500 euros) in December 2010.  

 
We have breeding indexes for hips and elbows in full use for Berneses and they are 
public and available in the Internet: http://jalostus.kennelliitto.fi/frmEtusivu.aspx . 
Recommended that the breeding index of the combination [(sire + dam)/2] for both 
hips and elbows to be 100 or better, since in our BLUP-system “better” is over 100. 
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We  also have preliminary age indexes, but they are not yet public (in the beginning 
of July 2011) and we still need more information, testing and research in this area. In 
this connection we want express special gratitude to Swiss breeding commission for 
the help and information we have received.  
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Country  Great Britain 
Club  Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Great Britain  
Name of person submitting information  Steve Green 
Email chair@bernese.co.uk 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club 40 years!!  
B] How many members/addresses does your club have? 1,314 members at 872 
addresses, this figure is slowly falling from a peak of around 1650 members at 1120 
addresses. 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? September 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this?  Up to 200  
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 6 
We are the largest and oldest British club but there are 5 other Kennel Club 
registered clubs who, unlike some countries, have the same status as us at the 
Kennel Club.  
The other clubs are: 
Southern Bernese Mountain Dog Club  (based around the South of England)   
Northern Bernese Mountain Dog Club  (based around the North of England) 
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Scotland  
Central Bernese Mountain Dog Club  (based in the middle of England) 
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Wales (very recently recognised) 
The clubs come together under an official umbrella organisation recognised by the 
Kennel Club and called The Bernese Mountain Dog Breed Council. 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country? 2010 - 
613 registered at the  Kennel Club 
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B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?  Falling 
– previously averaged around 750 
C] Any other comments  
Bernese are the 56th most popular breed in the UK. (To put us into context Labradors 
registered over 44,000 last year). 
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  Compulsory  
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? Club 
members have some compulsory controls and some recommended   
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES  
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES   
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? Recommended but not 
yet compulsory. Character Testing available at some club events. 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  No 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? No  
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? No  
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? Yes 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? Yes  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? Yes  
 

Any other comments  
The landscape in this area is changing over the last few years and clubs are 
responding to this. The Kennel Club is also making more information and analysis 
tools available but generally promotes education and persuasion over compulsory 
actions. 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  No   
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? N/A  
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? N/A  
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? N/A  
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? N/A 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?  N/A 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
We of course support our Kennel Club’s Hip and Elbow scoring and all members 
must X ray their breeding stock. Apart from this we have had numerous schemes 
and surveys over the years.. We had a foreleg lameness survey in the eighties, a 
cancer tissue collecting scheme in the early nineties in conjunction with Cambridge 
Veterinary School, a blood collecting scheme in the late nineties in conjunction with 
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AHT, Several health surveys of different types. Currently we have no schemes in 
place but things are changing generally in the UK as outlined below. 
We do maintain a Veteran’s List of older Bernese to stimulate awareness and 
interest of longevity. 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  Not currently but Hip and Elbow 
scoring is processed by the Kennel Club. 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? No – blood sampling is actually illegal in 
our country and although there are ways around it, this this law does not help 
matters for our breed. 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? N/A 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? In the past 
schemes have had a disappointing response when actual actions such as blood or 
tissue samples have been required. However, other requests only for information 
have often been very well supported.  
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
In the past we had financial support and made the testing free with free collection at 
club events but this did not get the response we hoped for. 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
Several surveys over the years with varying results. 
 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
 
As you will hear at the seminar from Dr Sampson there has been much activity at our 
Kennel Club over the last few years in the area of canine health. Whilst things were 
always happening the speed of developments has increased and the Kennel Club is 
much more proactive and looking to involve the breed clubs more. At the moment 
this has not directly affected the Bernese Mountain Dog because of the lack of 
specific recordable actions we can take. 
 
However, the breed clubs will become more involved over the next period of time 
and I feel the Kennel Club will be expecting us to become more active in doi 
whatever we can to support health in our breed.  
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Country    Ireland 
Club    Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Ireland 
Name of person submitting information Valerie Hughes 
Email carraigbern@gmail.com 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club?   31 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have? 310 members /132  
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ?    September 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this?   55 - 70. 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country?  One 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country? 317.  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ? Rising 
C] Any other comments  
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place?  Recommendations  but not 
enforcable 
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  / Recommended but not enforcable 
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members?  ONLY 
CLUB MEMBERS 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating?  Recommended but not enforced 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? NO  
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  NO  
 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection?  NO  
 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire?  NO  
 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? Recommended but 
not enforced 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have?  Recommended but 
not enforced 



Page 112 of 142 
 

L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding?  Recommended 
but not enforced 
 

Any other comments  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? N/A 
C] If yes, how many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? 
…………………. / ……………… per year 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? N/A 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? N/A 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?  N/A 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
The Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Ireland undertook a health survey in conjunction 
with Cambridge University to study the health of the Bernese Mountain Dog and in 
particular the incidence of cancer. This study was carried out over a five year period 
and relied on members submitting relevant information on a yearly basis. Regretfully 
uptake was poor and the survey was never completed. 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members and other Bernese clubs around the world. Are there 
any particular problems that you face in your country? 
There is a particular problem with litters being advertised on a website called Done 
Deal. This website is well known and popular for the sale and purchase of items. The 
website is a regular conduit for puppy farmers selling their litters. Due to an upsurge 
in litters over the last 24 months the quantity of puppies available has driven the 
asking price down and resulted in a number of puppies being unsold at 12 weeks 
and older. It is hoped that, should this trend continue, many breeders will desist from 
breeding larger breeds. The Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Ireland regularly runs an 
advert on this site advising potential buyers to contact the Club for a list of reputable 
breeders and sends out information sheets on the breed to all enquirers. We actively 
encourage the public to contact us with any concerns they have regarding the breed 
as we strongly believe the way forward with the breed in Ireland is to educate. 
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Country Italy  
Club Club Italiano Amatori Bovari Svizzeri (C.I.A.B.S.) 
Name of person submitting information Silvana Vogel Tedeschi 
Email Silvana.vogel@ciabs.it 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club?  23 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have? 450 members  
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ?  April 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? Between 140-160. 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country  1 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?   1299 in 
year 2010  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?   It’s 
rising 
C] Any other comments  
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? Partly YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended? Recommended and Enforced 
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? They apply 
to all breeders having a recognised ENCI-FCI kennel, whether they are members of 
the CIABS or not. 
They are recommended to the other breeders (CIABS members or not) 
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D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced  
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? No 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  No 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? Recommended but not 
enforced 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? YES  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES  
 

Any other comments The Italian Kennel Club, ENCI, has breeding regulations which 
apply to breeders having a kennel recognised by the ENCI and FCI. The CIABS has 
its own breeding regulations which are more restrictive but they are not compulsory 
because the ENCI does not recognise the breeding regulations issued by the breed 
clubs. 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing? YES 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? No, only samples for the histiocytic 
sarcoma 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year?  About 50 for 
the histiocytic sarcoma 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? Mixed 
response. 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? See G  
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
See G  
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
 
Research Project EBV (Estimated Breeding Values) fo r HD and ED – University 
of Padova 
This project concerns 3 breeds: Boxer, Bernese Mountain Dog and German 
Shepherd Dogs for the joint diseases and it involves the breed clubs, the ENCI and 
both the certifying panels for skeletal disorders. In addition to the University of 
Padova there will be other universities involved. The first step of the project has 
already started: the EVB is being calculated for HD and ED in all BMDs. The 
European BMD clubs were aksed to give HD and ED data in order to get more 
significant data from a statistical point of view. 
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One more goal of the project is to consider the possible effect of inbreeding, 
estimated with the COI, on the onset of skeletal diseases. 
 
Blood samples from the X-rayed dogs will soon be collected with the purpose of 
starting a survey on the genome. The genetic variability will be checked by genomic 
markers in 100 dogs of each breed. As soon as the number of samples Is enough (at 
least a thousand), additional molecular studies will be made. It will be possible in the 
future to breed using various selecting methods. 
 
Project RDS Raccolta Dati Salute = Health Data Coll ection) 
 
This has started in June and it involves the members of the CIABS, (breeders and 
owners), who participate on a voluntary basis. This means accepting the ENCI and 
CIABS breeding regulations and being willing to take part in studies, research and 
data collection organised by the club. 
 
At present the project includes: 
 
�The study of the University of Padova 

�The study about longevity: data collection also through the veterinarians, to 

calculate an EBV for longevity. 

�Fertility: data collection through specialised centres 

 
The members who join the project have a “Quality certification” and their names are 
listed on the club web site. 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 

 

See 4] 

Control and management of breeding is made complicated by the difference 
between regulations. Therefore we believe that the involvement in the project on a 
voluntary basis and the ”Quality certification” might be an excellent solution. 
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Country Netherlands  
Club Vereniging de Berner SennenHond (VBSH) 
Name of person submitting information Jessica van de Poll/ Iris 
van Deur, veterinarian 
Email…secretariaat@bernersennen.nl / 
gezondheid@bernersennen.nl 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club? 33 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have? 1599 members  
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ?  October/ November 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? Between 250 and 
150. 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country  2 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?   ?? (see 
below) 
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?    ?? 
C] Any other comments There is no reliable number for the total population of BMD’s 
in the Netherlands. Quite a lot are bred without a pedigree. 
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  YES, compulsory (HD/ED) and 
recommended (Livershunt) 
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C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? 
EVERYONE  that breeds with a pedigree (HD/ED) and for members in the club 
(Livershunt also). 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES  
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES  
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? YES but only club 
members 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  YES  
but only club members. 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? YES  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES  
 

Any other comments Question J to L: there are differences between club members 
and breeding with only a pedigree. We recommend some breeders to test on 
Livershunt when we know that a sire or a bitch has the gene for Livershunt.  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing? YES 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? YES 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year?  Approximately 
150 per year 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? YES within 
the club it is an obligation. 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
At this moment just sampling for DNA tests. When there is a test for Malignant 
Histiocytosis and Livershunt all the breeding dogs are tested. 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
We have 2 showevents every year and 4 breeding test weekends. People can come 
with their dog with a pedigree where a vet can take blood of the dog for sampling 
DNA. 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
At the moment we recommend to register deceased dogs with information of the vet. 
We note every illness when people give us the information. We are actively helping 
in the research for the genes involved with Malignant Histiocytosis and we give 
information to the researchers of Livershunt.  
 
5] General  
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Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
More and more we see problems with the kidneys, Acute and chronic kidney failure 
in young (2 to 4 years old) BMD’s. Also are there more BMD’s with skin problems 
that are allergies to all kinds of allergenes.  
Hip and Elbow problems are still there but only the breeding population has to be 
researched. That tells us that the best material is sorted out for breeding but there 
are still problems with hips and elbows. 
Two orthopaedic problems that are rising are the OCD problems in the shoulder and 
problems with the crossbands. We will have to follow these problems. 
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The following report was gratefully received from 
Russia 

 
We are expressing our gratitude to the 

Bernese Mountain Dog of Great Britain for the 
invitation to celebrate the occasion of 40th 
anniversary of the breed and for the opportunity 

to tell about our Club in the pages of your seminar booklet. 
Russian National Club of BMD was founded in 1994. By that time 

there had already been about a hundred of dogs, from who the breeding 
of BMD was started in our country. At that time nobody recognized a tri-
colored nice dog in Moscow streets and 
gave them different names from collie to 
spaniel.  

Much work has been done by the 
National Club of BMD for popularization 
and making the breed in our country. To 
work this out we used all the possible 
ways. Such as television (as the most 
powerful information channel) we took part in popular shows about 
animals. Among them: “My champion”, “Stories about animals”, “Dog 
show” etc. Participation in different shows took much time for filming 
and preparing dogs for it. Then we decided to make a film about the 
breed and called it “ About a Bernese Mountain Dog”. After we showed 
our film on TV, it became popular and our nationals liked it as the film 
showed all advantages and beauty of the Bernese Mountain Dog.  

At the end of 20th century internet did not help 
to find information about the breed but at the same 
time we received lots of questions in our club. To 
answer them all we wrote a book which is called 
“About a Bernese Mountain Dog with Love”. As a 
result a thousand copies were printed. The work with 
the book was hard, but 
thanks to some powerful 
desire and realising that 
it must be done, the 
book came into the 

world. The number of copies was not big 
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and very soon was over while the demand was increasing. So we edited 
our second book about BMD which is called “Intra vitam with BMD” 
which disappeared from bookstalls very fast as well. After a long 
discussion we made a decision to publish our own magazine and called it 
“Bernese Mountain Dogs in Russia”. The magazine is an informative 
collection and covers all the aspects in the life of BMD. Fortunately 
creative publishing work did not detract from our main business to unite 
the owners of BMD and to do the breeding of this amazing dog. 

We tried to bring dogs from the best kennels from all over the 
world to our country. No doubt we had difficulties but in general the 
total number of dogs in Russia is worthy. Victories of the dogs from 
Russia at World and National dog shows are the evidence of that.  

So we have got Sennenhund Rossii Teddy Bear Charmel – 
Champion of Europe -2009, Intrechampion, Vice champion of Europe 
2008, Grandchampion of Russia, Prize winner of the dog show devoted 
to one-hundredth anniversary of the breed in Switzerland in 2007, BOB 
at the at championship of Central  and Eastern Europe in Germany in  
2008, champion of Germany, Ireland, Hungary, Finland, Sweden, 
Croatia, Ukrane. BOB in Switzerland (САС, САСIВ, BOB х 2 Switzerland) 
etc. 

Junior Champion of the world 2010 – Sennenhund Rossii Ganel 
The results of the last years encourage us to further development in 

the breed. 
 
The duration of life of BMD in Russia vary from 8 to 11 years. We’ve 

got some lines whose duration of life comes to 12-15 years. Also we 
would like to assign that hard diseases don’t have the mass character. 

 Our National Club organizes special seminars three times a year on 
different subjects. The subject is usually chosen by the specialists in the 
breed who come to judge our dog show. Some of them were extremely 
interesting. For example:  

• F. Schweizer (Switzerland) «Standard of BMD»; 

• Sharon C. Smith(USA) «What makes BMD a BMD»; 
• Juhasz Istvanne (Hungary) "The expert’s view on the breed in 

Hungary and in the world"; 
• Maria Amelia Martinho De Magalhaes Taborda (Portugal) "The 

expert’s view on BMD in Europe". 
 

Work with BMD is a very interesting, difficult and noble task as 
Bernese themselves help in it so much. 
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Once more we would like to thank the organisers for the invitation 
and for the opportunity to take part in this booklet. We wish us all long 
and fruitful work with such a smart and beautiful dog BMD. 

We invite everybody to Moscow. Our traditional breed show takes 
place every year on the last Sunday of May.  

 
We wish all good luck! 
 
President of the National Club “Bernese mountain Dog” Eugunia 

Fedorovitcheva, vice president Lubov Shevirova. 
+79037702211     +7 903 590 90 08 
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Country  SLOVENIA  
Club BMDC OF SLOVENIA (Slovenski klub za bernske 
planšarske pse) 
Name of person submitting information  MOJCA SAJOVIC, 
Club President 
Email  bernski.klub@gmail.com or astra10@siol.net 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club?  11,5. years 
B] How many members/addresses does your club have? 86. members /70 
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held?  January 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this?  50. 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 2 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  2010: 12 
litters, 71 puppies, 2 imported; 2009: 17 litters, 105 puppies, 1 imported (imported 
dogs are all in the statistics) 
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?  Falling 
C] Any other comments  The number of imported dogs is rising  
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES 
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  COMPULSORY  
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? 
EVERYONE 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? YES 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  YES 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO 
 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO 
 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES (15 months) 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have?  NO (mating is 
allowed from 20 months until 8 years fulfilled) 
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES 
 

Any other comments :  
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Recently, new (milder) breeding rules have been adopted: HD A, B, C allowed, 
ED: 1 allowed, OCD: 1 allowed  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? NO 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? N/A 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? YES / NO / 
MIXED RESPONSE 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
Health testing was carried out by several owners on their own initiative. Mostly these 
are tests for borreliosis, ehrlichiosis and other tick-borne diseases. 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
In 2002 and 2003 we offered our members to have their BMDs examined by a 
veterinarian free of charge. We also took blood samples for biochemical analysis. As 
the examinations took place only in one veterinary clinic, the response of our 
members was not encouraging.  
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
The BMD Club of Slovenia held exclusive breeding competence for BMDs from 2000 
until 2011, conferred to it by the national Kennel Club (Kinoloska zveza Slovenije). 
The Club developed high-quality breeding rules that protected the breed in terms of 
both health and character. Owing to divergent interests, in 2009 individual members 
left the Club to form a second BMD club in Slovenia. The original Club nevertheless 
maintained the national breeding licence. In late 2010, however, the national Kennel 
Club – influenced by certain BMD breeders – imposed milder breeding rules (see 
above) for BMDs which the Club could not agree with, finding them too permissive to 
ensure a quality BMD population. Thus, in February this year, the Club’s Assembly 
decided to give up the breeding competence since it had no influence on the 
breeding rules and was unable to establish a constructive dialogue with the breeding 
committee.  Keen on preserving a healthy breed with stable character and 
temperament, the Club adopted and invited its members to adhere to the Club’s own 
breeding recommendations that are stricter and primarily committed to “breeding 
excellence”. 
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Country  SPAIN 
Club  Club Espanol De Boyeros Suizos 
Name of person submitting information  Arturo Fernando 
Ortega 
Email  garbin777@gmail.com 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club?  4 years 
B] How many members/addresses does your club have? 140. members / 63 
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held?  May 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this?  25. 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 1 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  25-30  
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?  About 
same 
C] Any other comments  In the last two years nearly 20 puppies were imported 
  
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? Recommended but not enforcable 
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  Recommended but not enforceable 
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? Only Club 
Members 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? Recommended but not enforcable 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? Recommended but not 
enforcable 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? Recommended but not 
enforcable 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  
Recommended but not enforcable 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? Recommended but not 
enforcable 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? Recommended 
but not enforcable 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? Recommended but 
not enforcable 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have?  Recommended but 
not enforcable 
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L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? Recommended 
but not enforcable 
 

M] Any other comments :  
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? YES 
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? 50 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? Mixed 
Response 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?  We try to spread the message that it is very important health 
screening and to make people aware especially breeders. 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
In accordance with Berner-Garde we send blood to Reims Iniversity and we try to get 
samples of Tumours and causes of death etc. 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
We cal some meetings each year in which we spread Berner values. We try to make 
breeders aware of health and character and also owner ethics. 
In our country our numbers are definitely growing and we believe that every day our 
Bernese are more well known for carting, showing, character test and generally our 
working dogs. 
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Country Sweden  
Club The Swedish Club of Swiss Mountain Dogs. 
Name of person submitting information Berndt Klingeborn 
Email klingeborn@tele2.se 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club?  43 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have 1500 members  
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? June 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? 200–250 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? One 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  ca 650 
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ? The 
same 
C] Any other comments  
 
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  YES  and Recommended but not 
enforcable 
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? 
EVERYONE  
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES  
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES  
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating?  NO  
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G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?   
 Recommended but not enforcable 

 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO  
 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? YES  
 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES  
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? YES  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES  
 

Any other comments  
B) Some programs are compulsory, others recommended 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling?  
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year?  
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme?  
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
Breeding indices will be introduced för hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia January 1, 
2012 
Research program for renal dysplasia 
Registration of cases of familiar nephropathy 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
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Country Switzerland  
Club Schweizerischer Klub für Bernersennenhunde KBS 
Name of persons  submitting information Martha Cehrs and Urs 
Geissbühler 
Email marthacehrs@bluewin.ch 
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club? 104 years 
B] How many members/addresses  does your club have?approx 1400  members  
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? September of every year 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? 180-220  
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? One 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?  Between 
four hundred and four hundred and fifty (last year 420) 
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ? Falling 
C] Any other comments The reason for falling numbers of puppies registered per 
year are mainly two-fold: the demand has fallen due to economical reasons but also 
because more stringent legislation regarding owning large size dogs has been 
introduced in Switzerland over the past couple of years. The other reason is the fact 
that the club has continuously increased the minimum requirements with regards to 
the condition puppies are raised in and drastically raised the expectation of the 
breeders to assist in  tracking the health information of  all the puppies they 
raised/sold through out their life 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? YES  
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  YES compulsory  
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? 
EVERYONE  who wants to breed dogs with a pedigree 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? YES enforced 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? YES enforced 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? YES enforced 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?  YES 
enforced 
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H] Does the club have any control over mating selection?  NO with the exception of 
the fact that stud and dam have to conform to the enforced breeding rules 
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO – however, 
there is a restriction of the number of litters a stud can sire per year 
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? YES enforced 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? NO  - however the 
age of starting to breed and the age when a bitch must stop to be bred as well as the 
intervals between litters are regulated and enforced. 
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? YES enforced 
 

Any other  
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  NO – with the exception of 
encouraging dog owners to 
support Dr. C. André/B.Hedan/M. Breen studies 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling?  YES blood is sent to Dr.  C. André 
C] If yes, how many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year? …very 
few (under ten)  per year 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme? NO / or 
MIXED RESPONSE 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing? MH or HS 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?  Informing individual dog owners/or their veterinary at the time their 
dog is diagnosed with MH/HS of the steps to to take to supply blood and tissue to Dr. 
C. André  
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Country:  USA  
Club:  Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America  
Name of person submitting information:  Julie Jackson, BMDCA 
health committee chair 
Email  jjackbcop@aol.com  
 
1] Your Club 
A] How old is your club? 53 years 
B] How many members/addresses does your club have? 1296 members / 1106 
addresses 
C] Which month is your biggest show normally held ? April/May 
D] Approximately how many entries of BMD do you have at this? (from Nancy 
VanHorne, nat. specialty coordinator) 
2010: 724.  
 Note that in addition to conformation we had these performance entries: 
20-herding, 108- obedience, 8- tracking, 110-agility, 166-rally obedience, 72- draft ,  
In the last few years entries have been:  
Rhode Island/2008: 587 
Kentucky, Louisville/2007: 532 
Frankenmuth/2006: 730 
Largest entry to date, Gettysburg/2005, : 926 
E] How many official BMD breed clubs are there in your country? 30 regional clubs 
 
2] Size of Bernese Population in Your Country 
A] Approximately how many BMD are registered per year in your country?                  

2008       2009       2010 
Litters:    1193       1160       1122 
Dogs:      3338       3243       3120 
B] Is this number rising or falling or about the same over the last few years ?   
In 2000, BMD’s were # 49 of all breeds.  In 2010, they are no #38.  There is an 
overall trend in popularity of large breeds. 
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And # of BMD’s in AKC conformation shows is much larger than breeds with much 
more popularity.    
C] Any other comments   Cannot know bernese litters produced outside AKC 
registration, many from breeders on the internet.  Based on increasing # of dogs 
coming into rescue, this number is rising too. 
 
3] Breeding Controls 
A] Are there any quality/health controls in place? Recommendations  but not 
enforcable 
B] Are these compulsory or only recommended?  Recommended but not enforcable 
C] Do these controls apply to everyone breeding or only club members? ONLY 
CLUB MEMBERS 
D] Do dogs have to be hip scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced 
E] Do dogs have to be elbow scored before mating? Recommended but not enforced 
F] Do dogs have to be Character Assessed before mating? Recommended but not 
enforced.  This is an area of breeding that we lack proper testing.  Many believe this 
is an area for improvement 
G] Do dogs have to have a confirmation or exterior assessment before mating?   
Recommended but not enforcable 
H] Does the club have any control over mating selection? NO  
I] Are there any controls on the number of puppies a dog can sire? NO  
J] Are there any controls on the age a dog can sire his first litter? 12 months 
minimum is Recommended but not enforced (note that some regional clubs 
recommend 18 months minimum) 
K] Are there any limits on the number of litters a bitch can have? NO  
L] Are there any controls on the age of bitches used for breeding? NO  
Any other comments   Many regional clubs require a minimum of 2 years old for 
minimum breeding age in their code of ethics. 
 
4] Health Testing 
A] Does your club undertake any health testing?  YES, at the National Specialty and 
some Regional BMD clubs will sponsor health clinics to provide access to vet 
specialists and DNA tests at reduced pricing. 
B] Does any of this involve blood sampling? YES , for the BMD repository for 
research database.   
C] How many blood samples have been taken or are taken per year?  for repository 
in 2010: 259.  Now have a total of 927 submissions in storage, collected from 2007 
to 2010. 
D] Would you say you get a good response from owners to this scheme?  MIXED 
RESPONSE; regional clubs are getting on board and participating more.    Some 
breeders are beginning to submit all their puppies to the respository with DNA cheek 
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swabs before they’re sold.  Then later following up with blood submission when 
older. 
E] What diseases or conditions are being looked at by your health testing?  
Hips and elbow dysplasia by  X ray evaluated by OFA, von Willebrands (DNA test), 
AKC DNA (to confirm parentage), CERF for eyes by opthamologist, OFA heart 
exams by cardiologist (note that Sub aortic stenosis is best diagnosed by Doppler, in 
addition to current test), and more recently, DNA test for degenerative myelopathy. 
F] What, if anything , do you have in place to encourage people to take part in this 
health testing?   

• Recently have added CHIC testing requirements to qualify for the new AKC 
Breeder of Merit Program, which has become very popular.  This may 
encourage breeders outside the BMDCA to participate in CHIC.    

• Public education through the Alpenhorn, AKC Gazette, elists. 

• Berner University at the National Specialty provides a wide variety of subjects 
in a classroom setting.  Experts from both within and outside the club, speak 
on a variety of subjects to improve the health and advocacy of BMD’s and 
their owners.* 

For submitting to the repository for research samples, people seem to be eager to 
participate in these studies, we have a history of owners willing to pay for 
necropsies, participating in BernerGarde, and a desiring to help improve the overall 
health of the breed 
G] Please outline any health related surveys, projects or other initiatives your club 
has organised for the Bernese Mountain Dog. 
1) The last survey was done in 2005, and a new one is past due.  We are in 
discussions to implement a survey for 2012 or 2013, and are researching methods, 
i.e., through a  website or other electronic data collection methods to minimize the 
very manual, time consuming entries done by hand in the past. 
 
5] General  
Please tell us about anything else that happens in your country or your club is 
involved in that you think may be relevant or that you wish to tell us about for the 
interest of the BIWG members. Are there any particular problems that you face in 
your country? 
A primary function of the BMDCA and the health committee are fundraising to 
support health research and identifying appropriate research grants to support.  
Fund raising is accomplished through: 

• Auction at the national specialty.   Items are donated by members, then 
auctioned in an evening social event.  This is the primary fundraiser of the 
year, and goes to a donor advised fund.  2009: $46000; 2010: $21800. 
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• Berner Lover Donor Advised Fund, by Joye Neff.  She utilizes email lists to 
get donations from around the world for a variety of raffles.  Since 1999, she 
has raised over $700000!  Note that with 2000+ people on the email lists, only 
10% are participating—so this is a big opportunity for growth. 

Primary research grants supported are through: 

• AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) and Morris Animal Foundation (MAF).  
An extraordinary organization creating opportunities for researchers on all 
canine health issues.  Monies donated from BMD clubs and owners are often 
‘matched’ from $1,000,000/year from AKC, and Morris Animal Foundation 
(about 1/3 of grants $’s are supported by MAF).   This means for every $1 
donated by BMD donations, CHF and MAF match the donations, and on 
occasions we have received double or triple matches from the CHF.  This is a 
powerful tool to leverage $’s raised. * 

• Attached is a list of grants supported by the BMDCA, through the CHF and 
MAF, in 2009-2010. * 

Other primary tools for health and database is: 

• Berner-Garde health database.  Now has 75000+ dogs with health information 
and pedigrees from around the world. * 

• Bernese Mt Dog Repository, in partnership with Berner-Garde and Michigan 
State University. * 

• Utilize Berner-Garde website for list of researchers seeking samples for 
research.  This includes a variety of cancer  tumor samples, blood, and spinal 
tissue (at time of humane euthanasia) 

• A resource guide for health testing, created by the HC, to be published on the 
BMDCA website.* 

• General update on the BMDCA website and health information  

Other: 

• Many new DNA tests are coming to market and are difficult to assess validity.  
There is no governing body overseeing or regulating these tests.  So 
understanding importance of peer-reviewed publications, and support and 
collaboration within the research communities has been challenging.  
Currently AKC  or OFA will not regulate these tests, yet, may now offer some 
of them on their websites.  A confusing message.  An example is the Renal 
Dysplasia DNA test. 

• Renal Dysplasia DNA test through OFA raised concerns from other 
researchers on the ‘science’ used and the validity of the BMD samples 
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submitted.  Thank  you to Professor Berndt  Klingeborn (Sweden)  for the 
information he provided to us.  We do not support the validity of the test. 

• Histio Therapeutics Action Task force has accomplished their goal of 
collecting samples of 50 dogs with confirmed diagnosis of malignant 
histiocytosis, and health information on at least one littermate (live or dead, 
with or without histio) .  An analysis of the data is underway with a 
biostatistician for a ‘matched case-control analysis’. 

• Degenerative Myelopathy DNA task force update was published in 2011. * 

• The BMDCA Board is now working more closely with the BMDCA health 
committee, whereas in past years they  (both the board and health 
committee)made decisions more independently. 

• Working with the Regional Club Council to get a ‘health liaison’ volunteer from 
each regional club, to: 

o Assist their members at the difficult time during their BMD’s pending 
end of life, to help with the process of sending tumor samples.   

o Assist members in understanding other research programs needing 
submissions. 

o Answer general health questions, and updates on new developments. 

• The HC is open to questions/input from members, and available through the 
BMDCA website or a direct email address:  bmdhealthcommittee@gmail.com  

• The Canine Health Information Center (CHIC)was created by AKC to 
encourage open sharing of health data, including affected dogs.  This 
collaborates with AKC and OFA.  

o The BMDCA recommended to AKC and CHIC that the following tests 
be required for BMD’s:  OFA hips and elbow xrays, DNA test with 
Vetgen for  vonWillebrands (a bleeding disorder), AKC DNA # (to 
assure accurate parentage—also required at BMDCA national 
specialties), OFA Heart exam, CERF (Canine eye registry foundation) 
for eyes. 

o BMDCA members helped to found GDC (the Institute for Genetic 
Disease Control), 
which was one of the first open health test registries. When OFA 
agreed to merge GDC data, it was directly responsible for the change 
to OFA's policy on open sharing of all health test results, not just the 
clearances. In essence, the BMDCA community laid the groundwork 
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for the creation of CHIC - which was created by OFA to help motivate 
everyone to test and to share all results of those tests. This was 
something that the BMDCA members had been doing for years with 
GDC and with Berner-Garde. For information on CHIC, see: 
www.caninehealthinfo.org 

o The requirements for CHIC are under review with the health committee 
for an update. 

o *Additional information supplied separately 
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Appendix I 
This report was received too late to go in the correct section 

 
Health adjustment in The Danish Bernese Mountain Do g Club. 
 
For the past two years the Danish club has worked hard to collect material regarding 
the health and the diseases of the breed. 
This is to give a real general view over the health condition in general and see, if 
specific diseases are represented in the breed. 
The aim is to work out a Breed strategy, and from this give recommendations for the 
future breeding. 
On the long view the intentions are that the material can be used for the breeders to 
avoid combinations of two breeding lines, which are carriers of the same diseases. 
We can see, that cancer is over represented, but otherwise it seems very scattered 
as to which diseases are fatal. 
It seems, we are having a very stable process regarding a lower number to have 
elbow dysplasia after dogs with  ED 3 are excluded from breeding, and we have 
restrictions for the breeding with ED 1 and 2. 
It seems that our breeding rules here are alright. 
For many years we have frequently changed the restrictions for breeding with HD, 
and it is therefore very difficult to see, if the adjustments has worked. There is no 
clear tendency of less dogs with HD D and E. 
Before the club can bring some real breeding-recommendations, we still need a 
comprehensive collecting and preparation. 
In 2010 there have been considerably less puppies bred than in the previous years, 
and this tendency obviously continues. 
The quota of males from foreign countries used for mating with Danish females is 
slightly falling and this can on the long view appear to influence on the health 
conditions in the population. 
The Danish Bernese Mountain Dog Club has supported the Cancer project for the 
breed in KU-life very considerably. See the article by Lise Nielsen. And we still work 
to collect money for further research concerning healthy, typical dogs with good 
vitality and stable temperaments and a long lifetime for the future. 



Page 138 of 142 
 

 
Appendix II 

 
This was recently widely circulated around the Bernese Community 

 
Dr. Matthew Breen asked me to share this note with Berner Lovers: 
 
Dear BMD community, 
 
I am delighted that the AKC-CHF have approved funding of my latest proposal, "High-
resolution cytogenetic analysis of histiocytic malignancies and development of a targeted 
quantitative nuclease protection assay to screen for changes in expression levels in archival 
samples".  Although we are faced with a $25,000 budget cut, I can assure you that I will do 
all I can to minimize the impact that this will have on the goals of the study. I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude to all in the BMD community for your continued support of this 
project and your confidence in what we are doing. I believe that without your overwhelming 
support this project would not have been funded. Thank you very much. 
 
The lay abstract for this study and the scientific abstract are pasted below for your 
information. This is an exciting project and I am very optimistic about the outcome. I look 
forward to sharing the results with you. 
 
Best wishes, 
Matthew Breen 
 
Lay summary:   In a previous study (CHF-760) we demonstrated that canine histiocytic 
malignancies (HMs) present with a high degree of DNA copy number alterations. We 
identified several aberrant regions of the genome that are highly recurrent between cases, 
suggesting that such regions are associated causally with the malignant process. 
Understanding the biology of genes within such regions is key to developing ways to halt the 
cancer and prolong life in patients whom otherwise have a poor prognosis. We now have an 
approach to identify DNA copy number changes that allows us to zoom in on regions of the 
genome with ~75-fold greater resolution than was possible even just one year ago. Using 
this technology we will refine the genome regions of interest defined in CHF-760 and identify 
additional, smaller aberrations. Within these regions we will identify a series of candidate 
genes for functional analysis. We have developed an assay for use with archival canine 
tumor samples that allows us to rapidly determine the level of activity of multiple genes with 
higher sensitivity than was possible previously.  Once we have identified the key genes of 
interest, we will use this assay to screen HM cases for the extent of gene deregulation. In 
this study we also will identify DNA copy number changes that are shared with human HMs. 
Combining these approaches, we will narrow down the search for genes playing a key role in 
HMs and thus move a step closer to developing targeted therapies for canine patients 
diagnosed with this devastating cancer. 
 
Scientific summary:  Cancers are associated with numerous somatic changes to the 
genome that may disrupt the delicate machinery of the cell. A common consequence of such 
changes is the presence of specific structural and numerical alterations to genome 
organization. We have developed a series of molecular cytogenetics reagents and 
techniques to assess canine tumor specimens for such changes. In CHF-760 we 
demonstrated that histiocytic malignancies (HMs) of Bernese Mountain Dog and Flat-Coated 
Retriever present with a high degree of genome reorganization. We identified several 
aberrant regions that are highly recurrent, suggesting that these are associated causally with 
the malignant process. Understanding the biology of genes within such regions is key to 
developing improved therapies for patients whom otherwise have a poor prognosis. Using 
high-resolution oligo-aCGH we now can identify DNA copy number changes with ~75-fold 
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greater resolution, refining the size and boundaries of known aberrant regions and 
identifying smaller changes. We also will assess HMs in additional dog breeds and human 
patients, to determine regions of potentially broader significance. To assess expression 
levels of genes within these regions we have developed a multiplex quantitative nuclease 
protection assay to determine the level of activity of up to 100 genes. This process provides 
higher sensitivity than was possible previously, and uses archival samples usually unsuitable 
for analyses of this kind. Combining these two approaches, we will narrow down the search 
for genes playing a key role in HMs, moving a step closer to developing targeted therapies 
for canine patients diagnosed with these devastating cancers. 
 
**************************************************************** 
Matthew Breen PhD CBiol FSB 
Professor of Genomics 
Dept. of Molecular Biomedical Sciences 
North Carolina State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
 
******************* 
Thank you to all of the individuals and clubs who helped make our recent 2011 Willem 
Wijnberg Cancer Fundraiser such a huge success. 
Through your generosity we were able to raise $58,616.46 for Dr. Breen's histio research 
studies. I still have a few pledges to receive from people, and also need to hear from some 
of the lucky winners that they did receive their prizes. Thank you to the people who have 
sent money to cover the cost of the postage from their prizes. That is a big help! I will send 
the money that is due for Dr. Breen's research study as soon as the AKC CHF notifies me of 
the amount that we owe - and that amount will most likely be matched by the AKC CHF!  
The remaining money in the 2011 Willem Wijnberg Cancer Fundraiser account will remain in 
the account for further research studies by Dr. Breen. 
 
We ARE going to conquer histiocytic sarcoma (former ly called malignant 
histiocytoma) in our lifetimes thanks to everyone's  support!!! 
 
BERNER LOVERS ROCK!!! 
 
Please feel free to share this note with your Berner friends, lists and clubs. 
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Appendix III 

Bernese Mountain Dog Club o f Great Britain  
8th International BMD Health Seminar  

Delegate List  
Speakers     
Dobson Dr Jane (UK)    
Geissbuhler Dr Urs (Switzerland) KBS President Health Committee  
Goldberg Samantha (UK)    
Green Steve (UK) BMDCGB Chairman & B-IWG President waldershelfbernese@doglovers.co.uk 
Hedan Dr Benoit (France)    
Kennedy Dr Lorna (UK)    
Klingeborn Professor Berndt (Sweden) SSHK President Health Committee  
Long Pat (USA) BMDCA File Manager - Berner Garde 

Foundation 
pat@bmdinfo.com 

Sampson Dr Jeff (UK) The Kennel Club KC Genetics Consultant  
        

Austria     
Kraft Isabella VSSO Breeding Committee i.kraft@gmx.at 
Kunz Gerhard VSSO President gerhard.kunz@gmx.at 
Kunz Lindy VSSO Member lindykunz@email.com 

        
Belgium     
Van Assche Carla BKZS Editor Club Magazine info@woekewhuwhus.be 
Van Haute Joel BKZS President info@woekewhuwhus.be 

        
Canada    
Smith Ron BMDCC  rfrsmith@eagle.ca 

        
Denmark     
Bibby Inge DBSK BIWG Representative bibby@mail.dk 
Damsgaard Birgitte  DBSK Breeder birgitte@bernerbanden.dk 
Ramsing Lisbet   lisbet@sennettas.dk 
Ramsing Jens    jens@sennettas.dk 

        
Finland     
Aminoff Jutta SSFS  jutta.aminoff@2me.fi 
Jaanu Ilona SSFS  ilona.jaanu@gmail.com 

        
Ireland     
Butler Mary BMDC of Ireland  lazyacres@eircom.net 
Doyle Liz BMDC of Ireland  liz@oilpaintmypet.com 
Erskine Alison  BMDC of Ireland  alisonerskine1@aol.com 
Hughes Valerie  BMDC of Ireland Secretary carraigbern@gmail.com 
O'Donovan Majella BMDC of Ireland  patfodonovan@gmail.com 
O'Donovan Pat BMDC of Ireland  patfodonovan@gmail.com 
O Neill Linda  BMDC of Ireland  lindacaroloneill@gmail.com 

        
Italy     
Bernetti Laura CIABS President Breeding Committee laura.bernetti@ciabs.it 
Mennozzi Piacentini Ettore CIABS President  ettore.menozzi@ciabs.it 
Mrvcic Roberto CIABS President Exhibition Committee roberto.mrvcic@ciabs.it 
Vogel Tedeschi Silvana CIABS Vice-President silvana.vogel@ciabs.it 

        
Netherlands     
Erich Suzanne  International Guest s.a.erich@uu.nl 
Kranenbarg Jan   j.kranenbarg@12move.nl 

        
Spain     
Moradell Martinez Maria Lluisa  BMDC of Spain  DEVAEL@terra.es 
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Strahl Norbert  BMDC of Spain  DEVAEL@terra.es 
        

Sweden     
Ankarback Elin  SSHK Member ankarback@telia.com 
Ankarback Jane  SSHK Member ankarback@telia.com 
Martinsson Lina   ollebus@live.se 
Nilsson Lisa SSHK  bernerdalens.kennel@telia.com 

        
Switzerland     
Cehrs Martha KBS B-IWG Representative marthacehrs@bluewin.ch 

        
United Kingdom     
Cheesman Jean BMDCGB  jean.cheesman@lineone.net 
Cooke Penny BMDCGB  penny@holebrookfarm.co.uk 
Dedman Rachel BMDCGB  racheldedman7@aol.com 
Dickson Sherree BMDCGB  sheree78@blueyonder.co.uk 
Eaves Margaret BMDCGB   
Gerrard Anne BMDC of Scotland Committee  
Green Jackie BMDCGB Seminar Secretary jackie@bernese-mountain-dog.co.uk 
Harrington Louise CBMDC Breed Council Secretary louiseharrington999@byinternet.com 
Hearne Mandy BMDCGB Committee snoandabernese@hotmail.com 
Hellingsworth Jean BMDCGB  jean@carabaz.com 
Hogg Sandra BMDCGB  sandra13h@hotmail.com 
Instone Ian BMDCGB  instonejil@aol.com 
Kelly Tom BMDC of Scotland tom.belhof@btinternet.com 
Marsden Lianne BMDCGB Committee tallytalulah@orange.net 
Mealey Maria BMDCGB   
Middleton Liana BMDCGB  angela.veitch@dial.pipex.com 
Myers Pat CBMDC  p.myers1@btopenworld.com 
Murphy Sally BMDCGB  kinelartykennels@hotmail.co.uk 
Newton Maureen BMDCGB   
Norman Marilyn BMDCGB  mrs.marilyn.norman@gmail.com 
Rajkowski Elaine BMDCGB  elaine.rajkowski@tiscali.co.uk 
Sawyers Glynis BMDCGB  derek.sawyers@btconnect.com 
Stevens Jim BMDCGB  jim@holebrookfarm.co.uk 
Titchmarsh Tracy BMDCGB   
Trevett Aileen BMDCGB  neelia@fsmail.net 
Veitch Angela BMDC of Scotland angela.veitch@dial.pipex.com 
Venables Sophie BMDCGB  clairvalcuts@jerseymail.co.uk 
Wells Deborah BMDCGB   

        
U.S.A.    
Cuellar Celia BMDCA Member berner@frontiernet.net 
Ebnet Lisa BMDCA Member ebnetbmd@yahoo.com 
Jackson Julie BMDCA Health Representative jjackbcop@aol.com 

        
Other Breeds     
Jeans-Brown Pamela  Bullmastiffs Pamela@bourgueil.co.uk 
Miller Deborah  Flatcoat Retrievers millreed@waitrose.com 
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Appendix IV 
Late Additions to the delegate List 
Belgium 
Andre Verschueren     info@klaverhoeve.be 
Maria Verschueren     info@klaverhoeve.be 
 
 
UK Veterinary Surgeons 
Louise Mallinson 
Meg Noble 
 

 


